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a td Good morning, Benjamin; whither are you going 
Benjamin, I am going to the Baptist Prayer Meeting. 
en you attend the Baptist Meeting, do you ? 
the *, do. Iama member of the Baptist Church—I go to 
eer, Dust Meeting from a conviction of duty; and I es- 
it a gTeat privilege. ‘ , 
ah I will go with you this morning, because I wish to 
“Ave a little conversation with you on the peculiarities of 
ur denomination. 
om ‘ou shall be welcome to a seat with me, and on the 
we I will explain to you as well as I can, the reasons for 
at you call our peculiarities. 
much, Well, I must tell you that I have read and thought 
8 of late on the ground of our differences, and with re- 
Peet to the mode and subjects of baptism, I have come to 
© Settled conclusion, that you have the best of the argu- 
sj ut. | have satisfied myself that the original word Baptizo, 
Snifies to immerse. 
P Can you read Greek? , 
0. But I find by all history that the Greeks, who 


Certaj . 
Sines understand their own language, have from the be- 
tice “ng, until this day, practised immersion. Their prac- 


Word @ very satisfactory comment on the meaning of the 
ch a: esides, I have read the ample concessions of more 
th enny Pedobaptist writers, that this is the mm FS 
Apostles and word, and that immersion aid naa 
ears f nd by succeeding Christians for thirtee ™ 
Re Tom the commencement of the Christian era. s 
Sprink|; 643, in the Assembly of Divines at Westminster, 
0 eon 8 Was substituted for immersion by a majority of 
‘ons, Voted for sprinkling, 24 for immersion. This small 


ajor; 
bey Was obtained by the earnest request of Dr. Light- 
on © had acquired great influence in that Assembly. 

. g 


Tofeg. the concessions of Presbyterians, I find the Rev. 
Most Jeon Campbell, D. D. of Scotland, confessedly the 
“arned Greek scholar and biblical critic of modern 
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vs The word, both in sacred wuthors and 1 
« < t es and was 
' 
| Pn La n inti rs fin 
ter ; wast j on 
sirut sital to s mea Notes oP 


e Bible which see™® 


, 
Ui 


t t that mm ersion was the practice 
the orumut $c t 
the primut cit . 
P ¥ ¢ | “rT ‘ 4 ; tn Jordan, ant 
other ices ‘ r ' n h water, and the 
phras +} set of baptism, such ; 
as * J e118 : tows j héoeray out 
1 oO pti : 
, Z ; P} E ; th 10 
bAz “ 4 ’ t imme! mm was 
the erior bets nin. the early be- 
liev rs Chy : 4 5 | ive Dee! th pith by 
-— , she 
ba ptis 'h Dat bh une 
express f Christ. a vals —— flex seems 
very sive. “1 have a ; ya th I 
was & sru k 4! ith : ; th it | turne i ti me C me 
mentary of Dr. Doddridge, a pious and learned Pedo! »pust 
minister wy} he w sy. and to ascertain whethet 
é the ¢ xpres . : uld be i} ' ed t : ah ae ree, a mere 
5} = is i r RB it | I re swe tiie meanttip 
wr . : aa 
Which se d to met appear on the very face of tie pe 
SA ie . _ 
5 Will you repeat his par iphrase ? ad 
I W it Pus | have a j pti im to hus } ,ptized 
‘ @ dist And when I 
} ay 
May we be O4P 
“ ri ‘5 | nnot bu hink t! ut they & 
: ' aol the ré nad int nd by 
: Ma y Jy imbues | 
ia : j 
W f 


in Baptism + 
ich CaArist 


was not ¢ , , * 4 ecially when he 
‘1 . a . _ er snes > 
sit becometh us to fulfil all mga’ ’ 
: 1pox renders if, to ratify every itutho”™ 
+ : . 0 
. : : leserve the name Have ? 


dering John # bap} 
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of ee e8 Mark (i. 1,) calls his ministry the “ beginning 

: gospel,” &c. Dr. Scott im his notes on this passage 
ry ~4 e o 

“This was in fact the beginning 


gives my yj ote 5 
‘ves My views of its import. 
New Testament Dis- 


of the gospel, the Introduction of the 
Pensation.” 4 
ae 16,) says, “The law and the prophets were 
ine und F Ke. Those who object to John's Baptism be- 
did not a 1e New Dispensation, say that this Dispensation 
this roe acapnde until after the resurrection of Ch rust; but 
the Old ae would throw back the Lord's Supper into 
Pp Jispensation, for it was instituted before his death. 
given ys but I have been a little puzzled with the account 
ape cts xix. 1—6, respecting the disciples whom Paul 
B at Ephesus. Do you think they were re-baptized ? 
. a By no means, and I think I can relieve your mind in 
‘Ww words. I remark, in the first place that, these disciples 
‘enced the ordinary In- 


e exper! 
The inquiry of Paul related to 


the Holy Ghost ; these gifts 
xplanations were conferre 
I will now read 


fine lievers, and must hav 
t oe we, the Holy Ghost. 
aie cial miraculous gifts OF 
Suitable inquiries and e 
* ae considered the writer of the Acts. 
ware first naming the speakers. : : ; 
“a aul. Have ye received the Holy Ghost since y© belie- 
Disciples. We have not so much 
e “<j Holy (host. 
I aul. Unto what then were 
Disciples. Unto John’s baptism. 
Sagan Jehn verily baptized with the baptism of repent- 
which ne unto the people that they should believe on him 
they 1 should come alter him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When 
the, (i. e. the people to whom John preached) heard this, 
y were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
H Tay And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the 
oly Ghost came on them, and they spake with tongues and 


Prophesied. 
2 
- P. 1 am satisfied, and I fear, after all, that the reason for 
i) € . = . : = re 4 - 
he a to John’s Baptism 1s to be found in the overpower 
g evidence that it was immersion: 
possi Have you not heard some start 
ssibility of immersion in certal 
ible 2 
P . m1, 
a Yes. My minister othe 
Dd wun improbable, if not quite imp¢ 
like). immersed on the day 
y that the Jailer and his household 
1* 


as heard whether there 


ye baptized ? 


Cae, Medes 


. 


ling objections to the 
n cases mentioned in the 


said the other day, “ That it seem- 
issible, that 3,000 
of Pentecost,” and that it was not 
“the same hour of 
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the night” went out to some river to be baptized, especially 


as the apostles refused the next day to go out until they were 
honourably released 


B Ar ih y cm ¥ no disp age ot these ohections ¢ mt 
P. With r rd to the first, | remarked to him, that Pe 
was preact rat the third hour, (> « A M.) 

; - 1 of 


the <6 


there 


A k in the 


and his sermon, one would judge from reading 
Acts. must have been ended betore 1! o'clock and as 
trators, 


were twelve apostles and “other seventy’ adminis 

[ proved to h m by ple a ion of 3.000 by 82, that there 
was less than 37 candidates a piece. I also referred 2 
to the fact, that a Baptist minister in Jamaica not long 819° 
immersed 129 in one day; another in Troy, 20 in nine ™ 


‘ne apostics would not be released from the care 
jailor without an honourable legal discharge, yet unde 
care of that tailor they I rhe = + to administer 


But the re i no ne essity for supposi! e that they ai 


as the jatlor, before his conversion brought them ou i 
Miner pr n tnto the outer ec urt. and every ne acquaintes 

J el ’ “vt 5 " 
wit? this a ; ™ . ’ tna. 
—— cure of an Oriental prison, knows that uN 
- 4 ’ ‘ 
. i re were beth fonts, in which pris ners wel 
: | ‘ti )) ioe te . . 
every cay re ™ s* athe He + ; hi fon . | heleve 

: > “at BAER ERLEEALL Ys . 
Were hant: ‘ " oo - .% 

B aptized in a font resembling a Baptistery . . 
or . ee ne 

R Aity OT kp um you reason like mY Baptist J 


re + <<. serene — . . g ° " . ope! 
pa Jo Sty Convinced that believers are the only p™ 


ipe is of ba ptisim 
, 4 ° » . 
P. Yes | have been so for nearly tw: 


my minister and some of the : f oul 
oP ro? ; of of 


See] ' * atrayr +} * eh 


; es OT 


penitents or believers are the on v subiect f baptism, when 
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Mark Av) 16, Hy that believeth 


es as the fo wis 


all be 
iis baptized, shall 


, . , , rou 

A S Repent and be bapt ted every one Oo! y she 
Acts \ iz When they believed Philip reac bing . if 
» ¢ 

the name 


women 


hing : 
thins “ er ne th medor : God. and 
Jesus (hrvet «i were Aagoticed. hoth men ana 


° . ~ ° . 2 atel, 
Acts viii. 36. 37 The eunuch said. Sce, here 15 ¥ J 


what doth Riader me to he baptized : And Philip said, J 
thee j - i 

SAc ‘a Citrreredé « } ine heart. thou mavest 
Acts xviii. § Many of the Corinthians hearing, 


and were Cra petrzed 


B B i Wo ; kn 7 that the v endeavour to find ev 
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favour of infant baptism from an expression of Chr 
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ference to children—from household baptism—and from cir- 
CuMcision. 
- Yes, [know they do. Butthough Jesus said, “ Suffer 
‘ttle children to come unto me,” &c. yet John (iv. 2.) says, 
Jesus himself baptized not.” Of the household of Ste- 
Phanus, Pay] says, (1 Cor. xvi. 15.) “It is the first fruits 
of chaia, and they have addicted themselves to the ministry 
€ saints.” Paul preached the word of the Lord to all 
at were in the house of the jailer, and it is said (Acts 16.) 
at he believed in God, and rejoiced in God with all has 
fuse.” There is no evidence that there were any children in 
oh household of Lydia, and from the last clause of the 
et that gives us an account of her conversion and bap- 
M, It appears that her household consisted of brethren— 
Probably the servants that attended her on her trading jour- 
_ And have you never found any whole households that 
lieved and were baptized,” in your denomination ? 
on Yes, several. I called on a family of this kind not 
8 Since, in the town of Willington, Con. The father and 
ion *f, and seven children and an apprentice, had —. 
in © members of the Baptist Church in that towns a 
‘tances are not unfrequent among us. I believe you di 


Cis; Xpress your views of the argument drawn from circum- 
on 


. 


ry; 
“ be 


. 
- Tcan see no analogy between the circumcision of a 
ple Hebrew child, and the baptism of a female child of a 
emu eving Gentile. And if baptism came in the room of aa 
aos I wonder the change was not thought of by the 
Slon Olical council to whom the dissension about circumel- 

Oveth. referred. It would have been easy for them to mee 
ne difficulty by simply saying, “ Baptism came im the 


its gt of circumcision, and is to be observed by on tg 0 
e 2?) pe . : nt.” ee 
Cts ad ; but they ‘gave no such commaname! 
Xv, I—-3 1. 


ulj,,,.:, 0% Said you wished to converse with me ~ the - 
y . oof - . . - r 
Seni, tes of the Baptist denomination. But thus far yo 


o ifference 
bety,  -@ts and mine are the same. I can see no diffe 
Ween us. 


- You will find there is one point at least on which we 
Videly differ. 

Would now ask you what that is, but the time for 
g has come: we will now close our conversation, and 
ase, resume it again this evening at my house. 

ery well. I will call at 8 o'clock. 
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SECOND INTERVIEW. 


] to see you. 


B. Good evening, brother Peter, I am gla i 
Be seated. Ever since our conversation this morning at 
have been trying to imagine what you could mean by ™ 
* one point on which we shall widely differ.” - 

P. There is one thing, and one only, which preven® ra 
from being a Baptist; but that one thing seems to be @” 
superable barrier. 

B. Do tell me what it is. 

P, O your close communion ! dif 

B. Do we not commune just as you do? The only se 
ference I can see is, we celebrate the Lord’s Suppe! o" vale 
close of the day instead of the morning, because We wn 

What © 


this season better adapted to the idea of a Supper 
you mean by close communion ? 
P. You do not receive Christians of other denom 
and this is a great stumbling block to me. 
B. Let me ask you one question, and the answeT, 
reason to anticipate, will show that our difference of OF 
Do you helit 


jpation 


| have 
opinio® 
Poet 
on this point, is not so wide as you imagine. ° 
that baptism is a prerequisite to communion ? 
P, Certainly ; though I confess I should like to heart 
of your reasons for considering it so. 
B. I will give them with pleasure le 
Christ commissioned his disciples to “ Go teach (dish : 
all nations,”’—admitting them immediately to the Lat 


«hen 


Supper? No; “ Baptizing them,” &. ‘They were 


. 
geome 


to teach them all things which he had commanded. _‘ a 

the commands afterwards to be taught the baptized diseNy ig 

was, “ Do this in remembrance of me.’ According “ h d 

commission, when Ananias became satisfied that Saul xt! 

become a disciple, he said to him, * Arise,” -and what "b f 

Come to the table of the Lord? No. “ Arise, and be igh 
e di 


tized.’ Heafterwards “ assayed to join hims¢ lf to th 
ples.” We have another example in the manner © 3 
the Church at Jerusalem on the day of Pentec” at the 
consulting the second chapter of Acts, you will find etoot” 
joyful converts were first baptized, and then continue’ kind 
fastly in the Apostles’ doctrine, in fellowship, 1?“ 
of bread,” &c. Baptism seems to have been cons. , 
all denominations (that have held to external orem 
at all) as a rite which should precede the rece} 
Lord’s Supper, 

Justin Martyr says, “ This food is called 


by 


ynce* 
the 


200 * 


be 


by us the 
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sae ia, Which it is not lawful for any to partake but 
een ba = ane the things taught by us to be true, and have 
gave the Se - Dr. Wall informs us, that “ No Church ever 
tized, 4 ommunion to any persons before they were bap- 
60 sites mong all the absurdities that ever were held, none 
diaiee Intained that, that any person should partake of the 
us, « ee a before he was baptized.” Dr. Doddridge tells 
antiqu; - certain that as far as our knowledge of primitive 
igee reaches, no unbaptized person received the Lord’s 
ter ie i Again: “ How excellent soever any man s charac- 
tite be baptized, before he can be looked upon as 
er rey ely a member of the Church of Christ.” Mr. Bax- 
he :—“ What man dare to go in a way which hath 
ath iP et nor example to” warrant it, from a way that 
ers pe ull current of both? Yet they that will admit — 
ot nto the visible Church without baptism doso.” Equally 
l€ point is the assertion of Dr. Dwight, late President of 
Po College. He says:—*“ It is an indispensable qualifi- 
‘on for this ordinance, that the candidate for communion 
ae member of the visible church of Christ, in full standing. 
fae [ intend,—that he should be a peace. Pld 
“aa Should have made a public profession of religion ; 
‘Nd that he should have been baptized.” And how 1s it in 
your church 2 Does your minister require candidates for ad- 
‘Sion first to be baptized ? 
bapt} never knew him to receive any who _ a ie 
nis “hi according to his views of baptism. Indee ae 
how of a Presbyterian or Congregational Church in 
toho antry, that would admit persons to the ——e 
is ” they considered unbaptized. I never supposed ote 
chur 99 could consistently be dispensed with in the 
Son ches; but I confess I never saw before so strong rea- 
.’S In favour of first requiring baptism of candidates for ad- 


“sion to church privileges. 4 ; 
all othe ell’ You see that the principle on witch ae 
Same = denominations act In this mies. - prociegs oF 
Plane; oUt minister believes that sprink ing: p sees “ 
Viteg @ are all equally valid baptism; an * * regio 
muni” as are sprinkled, poured, and pene sing 
. he be My minister believes with — ere is but 
Vite aptism,” and that is immersion ; he therefore can in- 
if a the immersed. There is no close communion here ; 
and _ is any closeness, it is close baptism. | ~ rr 
tized other Christians refuse to commune wit f e unbap- 
h sett]; 1€ question then is, What 1s baptism ? If we agree 

ing this question, then there 18 20 difference between 


— 


=P 
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us And as they all believe that immersion 18 ¥ id Bi 
tism, lL have often wondered that they do not pr acu em “eo 
sion instead of sprinkling, and end the strif Phey “pe 
no doubt that we are baptized; if they had, they wou” 
FOCCIVe Us We do conscientiously doubt the vaHe® 


sprinkling for baptism. The sacrifice on their part to Pp 
duce conformity would be nothing ; on ours, 1 WoW 
sacrifice of honest, conscientious principle 

P. I now see that your Churches and ours & 
same principle respecting the admission of pe! bees 
sacrament, but still [ wish to name a few objections ye . 
practice, which have existed in my mind, and w hich, 1 free 
acknowledge, still have some influence upon me am 

B. Go on, my brother, let me know all your Gul\™ 
on this subject. te 

P. You know the communion table is called the Le 7 
table; how then can you refuse to admit the Lord's peor 

B. The very fact that it is the Lord's table, furnishe® © 
answer if it were our table, we would invite wh 
pleased ; but as it is the Lord’s table, we must cons’" 
word, and extend the invitation to those only, wh 
Saviour’s commission, and the apostolic examples, W® 
allowed to partake—viz baptized believers 

And I think I can convince you that your minis 


: - 
. 
fT 


bye 


not invite all the Lord’s people te come to the Loses = 
P. QO, he says he “can freely receive all that Cor” 
received.” . 5 
B. But does not Mr. Goodman belong to his cong? | 
tion, and does not your minister believe that he has # nam 
descriptive of his character , 
P. Ye | have often heard him re rret that @ man 


eminently plous and exemplary should remain year 


: 
ci 
mee 


} : nue” 
year, out of the Church, where his influence is * * 
needed, 
m day* 
B. Ar. Goodman attends meeting on communi 7 


[ suppose . on 
P,. Yes; no man is more constant in his attendanes 

public worship 
B. And is he invited to come to the Lord’s table? 
P. Ono. He was never baptized He never jo” 

Church, nal 

B. And l have heen told that within two months - 

in your congregation have experienced religion 
P. Yes. A large number indeed have become 
B. Any of them before the last communion ? 
P. Yes; more than forty. 


pious 


ihe 
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B. Is your minister satisfied with their piety ? 
P. I heard him say that he was never better satisfied 
with young converts. 

B. Did he invite them to the Lord’s table? 

O no. 

B. What! debar Mr. Goodman and more than forty 
others of the Lord’s people from the Lord’s table? Surely 
ee the Baptist ground. And I have been told, too, 

1is mother and one sister are among the convergs. 
low could he refuse to commune with his own mother and 
Sister 2 

P. None of these had been admitted to membership, 
and I am now convinced that piety alone, even when found 
™ our dearest earthly connexions, does not give them a right 
fo the Lord’s table. The Lord’s people must, if they come 
at all, come in the Lord’s way. But what do you say to 

€m, provided they seem to be sincere? 

We tell them that sincerity is no proof of correct- 
hess. Saul of Tarsus was sincere before his conversion. 
He thought he was doing God service when he was perse- 
Cuting the Church; and John Newton was sincere after his 
Conversion, in continuing in the slave trade, until his eyes 
Were opened to see the evil of this abominable traflic. But 
‘he sincerity of these.men did not prove their conduct to be 
JUStifiable. ~ But if sincerity be admitted as an evidence of 
“orrectness, then we claim to be correct ourselves; for we 
8 as sincere in refusing to commune with those whom we 
Consider unbaptized, as they are in refusing to commune 
With those whom they consider unbaptized. 
of i I have another question which I een 8 you have 
ten heard, and which has been a source of some perplexity 
° me—«If we cannot commune together on earth, how 
°an we in heaven ?” le 
eo “We plead for a communion on earth, with Chris- 
ans of every sect, which shall bear a resemblance to that 
ae Aven: "We do not suppose that the communion ane 
Chr: made perfect,’ consists 1n partaking of the ae a4 
a ake death, but in high and jigpertierr et | «Se oe’ 
ing eo of rr eo os , rnin MEN) 4 racial 
in this : i pe ame 0 prov — é g 7 : me 2 
S world: in mingled songs of praise to Him 
in exgvtshed them from their sins In his own blood; and 
hae a ted converse concerning the glorious scenes ; 
olutions of eternity will be continually unfolding to their 
“ighted gaze. In such communion as this, although of 4 
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more humble character, we would be glad to participate with 


all good men 
P. Really, my brother Benj: min, you have answe red my 
questions in a clear and satisfactory manner. I am con 
vinced of the correctness of your principles, and the 
consistency of your conduct. I see that the Baptist urches 
act in accordance with apostolic usage, and with the univer 
sal prac tice of Presbyterian and other Churches, in tT quir- 
ing baptism as a prerequisite to communion. I bxve for 
some time past been convinced that imme rsion 1s the only 
baptism, and believers the only subjects of the ordinance ys 
and [ am now more fully ec onfirmed in the opinion that 
baptism should in erery tnstance pre cede communwor But 
what shall I do? My parents and many othe relatives 
belong to the Presbyterian Church. | receive much p® 
tronage in my business from the weal aby and respectab le part 
ef that Church; I shall give offence by dissolving my con 
nexion, and you will admit that baptism is not really ser 
tial to salvation 
B. 1 will admit that b: aptism is not essenti: il to salvation 
The a ists are so far from believing tl 11S, that the v consk 
ho is not in a state of salva 
tion F aith j is Sentiol to ‘teation - immersion 15 48 esse 
tial to baptism as roundness to a ball: and baptis™ is aD 
essential prerequisite to communion. Is not baptism as & 
sential as communion? Are not both external ordin: ances 
The Jews were require *d on one occasion to offer 4 re 
heifer. Had the y aris ght to say—the c olour is non-esse »ntial fF 
A white one will answer as well? Was edness 
essential to obedience? Sut, my dear brother, 
for the honour of Christ, which is not 
fo your salvation? “ Isthis thy kindness 
Are you not to obey all his comm o% 
imitate his examples, even th ugh he might pos! ibly 
were to neglect some of them ? You ‘ 
i mother, and brother and sister, and ol 
vou would follow Christ, a0° Me 
consistent disciple 
Your mind is confessedly enlightened with regny. 
Institutions established in beautiful order and sim 
Him w ho evinced his love to you, by free sly giving 
a3 a ransom for your soul 
Ly The lor the se things, happy are ye if y 
ove of Christ constraineth me: and, 


consequences, I will make haste, and delay not to 
a. sire 


i 
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